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ACWS  BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President – Dave Grimsrud
  btdave@antelecom.net
Vice President – VACANT

Secretary – Sgt. Dave Grimsrud

btdave@antelecom.net
Treasurer   – Sgt. Maj. Sam Frankl   

ssfrankl@earthlink.net
Membership – Michele Akkerman

Micowl@aol.com
Confederate Division – Lt. Col. James R. Tebbetts 

latigerreb@yahoo.com
Union Division – Lt. Col. Ken Dacey 

kenbus@aol.com HYPERLINK mailto:Garymi2@gmail.com 

Civilian Corps– VACANT

Public Relations – Alysia Webb 
alysiaw10@att.net
The ACWS is a non-profit organization with the purposes of charitable and educational activities for the general public that demonstrate the language, conduct and manner of daily living of the civilian population and military forces during the American Civil War period (1861–1865) and the issues they faced during that conflict.

News Letter - Michael Akkerman

qaman249@verizon.net
COMPANY DISPATCH
20170 Ross Road

Wildomar, CA 92595

Next General Board Meeting

Fall, 2011

Location to be determined

FOR ALL OPEN BOARD POSITIONS PLEASE CONTACT ANY PRESENT BOARD MEMBER
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Federal/Union Division:

Division Commander: Lt. Col. Ken Dacey

Adjutant: VACANT

Infantry Brigade Cdr.: VACANT

Infantry Sgt Maj: Michael Quinlan (Degregorio)
Artillery Brigade Cdr.: Maj. David Bolin

Artillery Adjutant: VACANT

Division Chaplain: Rich Holt and Anthony Delgadillo
Cavalry: VACANT

Confederate Division:

Division Commander: Lt. Col. James Tebbetts

Chief of Staff: VACENT

Assistant Adjutant General: Capt. Dave Grimsrud

Quartermaster: Lt. Ira Lack

:

Confederate Brigade Staff:

Infantry

Brigade Commander: Major James M. Stytle

Brigade Adjutant: 2nd Lt. John Sanchez

Brigade Sgt. Major: Sgt. Major Marcus Brannan

Cavalry

Brigade Commander: Major Scott Peca

Brigade Adjutant: Lt. John Riddler

Brigade Sgt. Major: 1st.Sergeant John Quessenberry

Artillery

Brigade Commander: Major Mike Collins Brigade Adjutant: Lt. Doug Carroll

Brigade Sgt. Major: Sgt. Major Sam Frankl

Editor’s Note:

Hello, and welcome to my first ACWS newsletter.  I am Michael Akkerman, Constable of our quiet little to Town of Remberance.  I am trying a new format for this edition of the newsletter, and with each edition I will try to make it the best and most readable newsletter of our day.  Giving you all the Civil War news and keeping you up to date with what is going on in our fair town during these hard times will do this.  I would also like to extend the hand of creativity to those of our membership with the gift of pen.  If you have an interesting story to share please send it to me.  My email is qaman249@verizon.net .  I hope to hear from you at the upcoming events.  Have fun, be safe, and love one another.  Remember, ACWS is people and pet friendly (yes, your dogs are welcome). 
PRESIDENT’S RAMBLING
The President’s Message:
Many of you are used to seeing Paul DeNubilo write something in this space.  In June of this year Paul decided to step down as President of the ACWS.  According to the by-laws I became acting president, and the board elected me at our August meeting.  The board is almost completely new, and I think with a new invigorated attitude.  I want the ACWS to be a member driven organization, and the board is here to serve you.  We are working on some new events, the first being La Quinta in November.  Others are in planning stages, including plans for a mid-winter ball that would be a family friendly, low cost event.  The board decided on some changes for Calico, making it a true invitational by inviting the units we enjoy fighting alongside with.  Also at Calico we will have a members meeting, letting all the members meet the board and have their say.  Michele Akkerman (the membership chair) has changed the application, making it easier to fill out.  Look for a membership drive starting in November.  We hope to add members, and get some that decided to drop their memberships to change their minds.  This is the 150th anniversary of  the beginning of the Civil War.

Regards,

Dave Grimsrud
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MILITARY DISPATCHES
Confederate Command:
From: James R Tebbetts, Lt Col, ACWS Confederate Command
To: Readers and Members of the Confederate Command

Date: September 15, 2011

Subject: Confederate Command Report

Fall Campaign to Commence 
The Fall Campaign season for the ACWS will begins shortly. We have a community event support and two reenactments to be sponsored/supported by the ACWS this fall. 

 October 1-2 – Silver Lakes Equestrian Center, 15425 Wild Road, Helendale, CA. (near Adelanto, Ca) – This is a community festival, with a CW component.  Two skirmishes on Saturday and Sunday (one in morning and one in afternoon, time TBD).  Ladies tea is set for around 2:00pm on Saturday and living history throughout the days.  Period church Sunday morning.  Sponsor to provide some firewood and straw.  Shade is whatever you bring, no trees close by.  A concert by Belinda Gail Saturday night, Calf roping on Sunday.  The event includes a ‘shooting’ competition for six-shooters, cowboy style on Saturday.  Some trick roping, horse/rider drill team, and the like are planned.  There will be room for folks to bring their RV's - no hook ups.  Sunday is Military Appreciation day.  Event runs from 10-6 on Saturday and 9-5 on Sunday.  We can set up any time on Friday.

 

October 29-30 - Spring Mountain Ranch, Nevada.  Here is the web site to the park: http://parks.nv.gov/smr.htm) - Annual event near Lost Wages.  If attending, go to the ACWS (ACWS.net) or Southern Nevada Living History (SNLHA.org) websites to down load forms (registration, parking pass, etc) for the event.  You may need to search a bit for the proper links. A key thing is the need to get a parking pass.  If you did not get one, go to ACWS web site and down load an application.  YOU NEED to submit one, mostly to get the parking pass, Without the parking pass you will have to pay a parking fee!!!  Come up on Friday, camp out for a couple of nights, then stay at the ‘cheapie’ hotels at Stateline, where rooms start around $20 per night. Then a leisurely drive back to LA on Monday.  This is a nice ‘local’ away event with minimal modern intrusions.  For those that have a gambling need, Cock and Pullet will be there.  So, spend your gaming money that will support historic preservation, not to feed the fat cat Vegas types. (Sorry Jason)

November 19-20 - Lake Cahuilla Park, 56075 Jefferson Street, La Quinta, Ca http://www.rivcoparks.org/parks/lake-cahuilla/lake-cahuilla-recreation-area-home/ )  - New event in the eastern Palm Springs area.  True, it is a week after Moorpark, but this is the only weekend available this year.  It’s almost 200 miles away to Moorpark and there may be many people that will not be at Moorpark that will attend this event.  It is planned to be changed to another weekend for 2012.  If you can make it, come out.  Consider it a ‘test’ event to see how it all works out.  It is a nice locale, but lacks shade trees (has palms), so bring shade. There is a lake there, so fishing is permitted with permits and such.  Also, an RV park is available. 

Looking at this schedule, I will be able to make the Spring Mountain Ranch event.  I will not be able to make the Helendale (conflict with another event) or La Quinta (will be at Camp Moore, Louisiana) events.  For Helendale the highest ranking person there will be in command. For La Quinta, Major James Stytle will take over command. 

Items of General Interest:

Am trying to set aside drill time on each day at each event, this in the range of 30 to 45 minutes. Brigade and Company commanders have the option of using more time as they desire. Some units look kind of raggedly out there. Remember a tired soldier is a good soldier and if tired they won’t get into mischief, especially them Louisiana Tiger boys.  Don’t forget, we will have a ‘parade’ each event--time to be determined.  Here the entire division forms up for trooping of the colors.  We did this at Costa Mesa and it worked okay, with a couple of glitches. For sure it will happen at Spring Mountain. 

150th Anniversary of the Civil War Events  -  2012

We are now in the first year of the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War.  Last July approximately 3 dozen members of the ACWS (Union and Confederate) attended the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of 1st Manassas.  Going back east, while not ‘cheap,’ was fairly inexpensive.  The group I was with got away with costs of about $700 (airline, hotel, car, meals).  However, with the economy, many of us may not be able to attend the ‘biggie’ events back east, but there are two local (well sorta local) that one can attend in 2012: 

 

March 10-11, 2012 - Picacho Peak, Arizona Territory.  A fairly local 150th event, so pencil it in.  School Day is on March 9, if you are an early arrival.  This event hands out ‘participant’ medals.  If you have not yet gone to this, go and start your collection now.  The event site is located between Phoenix and Tucson, AZ, right off of the I-10 Freeway. 

May 3-6 2012 - Glorietta Pass, New Mexico Territory.  More info will be given as it becomes available.  Info can be found at http://newmexicocwcommcongress.org/.  The battles reenacted include the Battles of Glorietta and Apache Canyon.  Event to be held at El Rancho de las Golondrinas Living History Museum, which is near Santa Fe, New Mexico. There will be a registration fee of $10 and a registration deadline. They are planning a Friday night dinner.  There will be a ball for reenactors only, with the NM Territorial Brass band.  Straw, water, johns and some hay will be provided along with wood if fires are permitted.  There will be a Tin Type photographer at the ball.  Thursday afternoon and Friday morning will include etiquette classes on dinning and balls.  Saturday night the 5th, there will be a candle light tour.  There will be drinks and cookies at the starting place.  There will be history lectures, period medical history and a fashion show. There is a drawing on Sunday for $150, $75 and $50 for those registered. 

150th Anniversary of the Civil War Events  -  2013

“The” big one in 2013 is the reenactment of the Battle of Gettysburg. While two years off, one needs to begin saving money to attend and to identify a unit to fall in with.  My readings indicate that the event will be ‘invite only’ and the invites have been sent out. The event is to happen over FOUR days (Thursday to Sunday).  We in the ACWS got a invite from a local hotel to use it as a ‘headquarters’ for members attending.  I will be working with them as to costs, rooms and such, in case anyone is interested.  It is a more ‘costly’ hotel chain, so I don’t anticipate a inexpensive cost to those attending and wanting to use this inn.  So far, it is my understanding that three groups representing the ACWS Confederate side will be going.

 

Infantry  -  Under the command of Keith Harriott,  a group from the 8th Louisiana, along with other ACWS and South California units, will be participating with our friends in the Trans-Mississippi Brigade.  Of interest to the members of the 8th, on Saturday night they will be doing the attack on East Cemetery Hill.  If interested in attending, contact Jim Tebbetts at latigerreb@yahoo.com or at a future ACWS event for updated information. 

 

Cavalry (Dismounts)  -  Under the command of Scott Peca, the 2nd Kentucky will be attending. Not sure as to which group they will be falling in with.  If interested in attending, contact them at a future ACWS event for updated information. 

 

Artillery  -  Bob Hayes will command a Artillery Battalion.  Not sure of make up, but may be from his own unit ‘Moody’s Battery’, Washington Artillery, and other invites from the ACWS and other local groups. 

Other Events of Interest to the Hobby This Fall:

October 1-2 - Marching Through History Exhibition (Prado Park, Chino, Ca)  This event is now reborn from the ashes.  For the ‘coasties’ of the unit, a local event.  Mostly living history, like Ft Mac. A short skirmish in the afternoon each day.  A parade early morning each day. Please pre-register as a unit and as an individual. Go to http://www.marchingthruhistory.com/
October 8-9 - Battle of Old Woman’s Gun (Dominguez Rancho Adobe Museum at 18127 S. Alameda St., Rancho Dominguez, Ca.) - This is a fun little Mexican War event. One can go as a US Sailor or Marine (circa mid-1840’s), or as a Californiano (I have!). If a Californiano figure a white pair of pants and red shirt. Try for a straw hat.  Flintlock or early percussion cap musket.  If Marine, figure white pants with jacket.  Or just come out and have some fun.

October 21-23 – Kearny Park (7160 W Kearny Blvd, Fresno, Ca)   Note new date of event. Oct 21 is School Day with 22-23 being reenactment date.  Cock and Pullet are expected to be there.

October 21-22 - Civil War Symposium (Huntington Library, Arcadia, Ca)   Prof. Gary Gallagher will be co-hosting another of the Huntington Library’s fabulous Civil War Symposiums in October. The focus of this one will be military biography.

November 11-13 - Civil War Conference - Annual West Coast Civil War Conference.  This year they will be discussing 1861 - The First Year. For more information, go to www.sacramentocwrt.com
 
UNION DIVISION: 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Union Division, 
  
I wish to convey to you my thanks for your combined participation so far in this year’s events.  You have all done well.  We are near our last quarter of the season.  We have also as a brigade done well in the last two non- ACWS events. 
 

We have three up coming ACWS events:

Helendale on Oct 1-2 
Spring Mountain Ranch event out near Las Vegas on Oct 29-30, 
And a new event for ACWS this fall is in La Quinta on Nov 19-20, near Palm Springs.

I know La Quinta is the weekend after Moorpark, so for most of us it is not an issue.  My understanding from the promoters is if this event goes well, ACWS can get a better date in 2012, so lets get this one done.  After this last campaign in November, furlough will be granted to all.  
Please if you have any comments or suggestions or ideas for scenarios at events to help improve our Division, please contact me. I need your help to make us better. 

Your Obedient Servant, 
Lt. Col. Kenneth Dacey  

Commanding ACWS Union Division
Public Relations Report: 

There is nothing to report for this newsletter.

Membership Directors Report:

It will soon be 2012, and time to renew your ACWS membership.  Dues will remain the same-- $30 for families with children under the age of 18, and $25 for single memberships.  An additional $5 is needed for those who want the Dispatch mailed to them.  Remember that if your renewal is sent before December 31, 2011, you will get a reduction of $5 off the price.  The new application will be on the website in October.  It is easier to read and complete, and you can always contact me at micowl@aol.com if you have any questions.

As I look over the membership list from last year, there were many who did not renew for 2011, and I’m sure their reasons are valid—economic hard times, loss of interest, or perhaps the ACWS wasn’t meeting their expectations.  With the addition of new board members and some new activities in the planning stages, we should all try to encourage those who have “dropped off” to come and join our ranks again.  If each of us got one person to return, we’d have an impressive membership list.  Perhaps our best selling point is that we want all participants to have a hassle-free and enjoyable time at our events.  Share your positive experiences with lapsed members and with potential new members as well.  Let’s make 2012 an awesome year!
Let’s Keep It Period Correct

Submitted by Dave Grimsrud

The reasons we re-enact are many, family history, fellowship, teaching the public, family outings, guns, but it seems to often we forget it’s 1862, or whatever year of the Civil War.  Abe Lincoln and Jeff Davis are Presidents, but rap songs are in the future, as are cell phones, coolers, and battery powered flashlights.  When we put the uniform on, we should transform ourselves to the 1860’s.  That means in dress, the way camps look, manners, and conversations; with ourselves and especially the public.  Confederates should use “y’all”, and “all y’all” more often.  We should learn songs of the period, and trust me “Baby Got Back” is not period.  Recently as the Confederates marched onto the battlefield, and in front of the public, the company in front of me was singing a very X rated rap song.  I saw the reaction of the nearby spectators.  Also recently an open tent flap reveled, a cooler, and a 12-pack in plain sight for anyone that walked by.  So for all the reasons we re-enact, embarrassing the event should not be among them.  From the moment you put on the uniform, Yank, or Reb, you are in the respective Army, be proud, be period correct. 

The Civil War Today

by Michele Akkerman

The US Post Office announced the release of the first in a series of “forever” stamps commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Civil War.  The bombardment of Ft. Sumter and the First Battle of Bull Run are featured on these stamps.  A lithograph by Currier & Ives illustrates the Ft. Sumter bombardment, and the Bull Run stamp reproduces Sidney E. King’s 1964 depiction of “The Capture of Ricketts’ Battery” at the struggle on Henry Hill in Manassas.  Throughout the Sesquicentennial, stamps will be released to mark other significant battles and events.

The Virginia-based Conservation Fund has been successful in helping add another 95 acres to the Gettysburg Battlefield Park.  Formally a golf course, this land originally was the site of the Abraham Spangler and Harmon farms, and lies within the boundaries of the 6,000-acre Gettysburg National Military Park.  More good new for Gettysburg is that a second attempt to open a casino near the park was prevented when the license went to a competitor in another part of Pennsylvania.  In addition, it will be decided by the end of the year whether or not $2 will be added to the admission price to the park, a situation common for many of our national parks and monuments.

A new book published by Hyperion Books entitled The Seven-Day Scholar: The Civil War is featured in the September/October edition of The History Channel Magazine.  It provides readable one-page stories and mini-essays arrange into seven-page chapters based on various themes such as causes of the war, soldiers’ food and drink, the 54th Massachusetts, and Vicksburg.  The short entries make it possible for beginning reenactors to learn about key events and issues of the Civil War, and provide a quick review for the seasoned reenactor as well.  The book is also available as a Hyperion eBook.
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ACWS 2011   Calendar of Events

	DATE
	EVENT
	

	Jul 9-10
	Old Fort MacArthur Days, 

San Pedro, CA
	CW and WWII units

	Jul 30-31
	Long Beach Reenactment,

Long Beach CA

	CWA Sponsored

	Aug 20-21
	Fort Tejon Invitational
	FTHA Sponsored

	Sep 3-4
	Huntington Beach Historical Society

Huntington Beach Central Park
	CWA Sponsored



	Oct 1-2
	The Mojave Days
	Helendale, CA

ACWS in Support

	Oct 29-30
	Spring Mountain Ranch, 

Las Vegas, NV
	ACWS/SNLHA Sponsored

	Nov 12-13
	Moorpark Civil War Reenactment.

 Moorpark, CA
	CWA Sponsored



	Nov 19-20
	La Quinta Civil War Days

La Quinta CA (Palm Springs area)
	ACWS sponsored


Additional organizations: 

PACWR:    http://www.pacwr.org/events.htm
Fort Tejon:    http://www.forttejon.org
NCWA     www.ncwa.org
SWCWA     http://www.swcwa.com    
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We Are History:      http://www.americanheritagefestival.com/ACWS
Historical Period Construction Sewing Workshops

When: TBD-usually Saturdays from 9 AM to 6 PM      Oct 22,  Nov 5,  Nov 25 (Friday)

Where: Annex room across the street from Nuevo Community Church, 

         29734 Nuevo Road, Nuevo, CA 92567. 

             Nuevo is 7 minutes East of Perris off the 215 Freeway. 

             Or, gather 5-7 people, find a place, and I will come to you.  2-day workshops are an option.

Who:  Shelley Peters will be conducting these workshops.  You get advice, and step-by-step instruction 

       at your own pace and sewing level.   Please let me know if you would like to participate and 

           which project you are interested in doing.   Limit is 10 students.

What:  Pack up your sewing machine and put together a dish for lunch

               We will have a fun day sewing and chatting.

Of course, a corset is the starting point for any period gown. In the next sessions I will then work with you on your individual project teaching you how to use period techniques to sew beautifully fitted period correct garments. 

Here are some of the projects you can receive individual instruction on: 

Corset Workshop $125 for the first day: Sew your own corset; white coutil, cotton twill, and all supplies included. (I recommend this before you attempt to sew a day dress or ball gown)  $20 per day to finish.

Under it All $40: Chemise, drawers or combination undies for beginning and intermediate sewers.

Bodice Fitting $40: Make a muslin from your favorite day dress or ball gown pattern and have it fitted to your corseted shape (I recommend Truly Victorian).  If this gets completed we will go right into the cutting out process.

Bodice Construction $40 per day: Period techniques taught for a bodice (day or ball gown) to go over a corseted figure including flat lining, hook and eye closure, boning channels, and piping facings. Supplies will be available for sale. 

Skirting the Belle $40: How to make a skirt (day or ball gown) to go over your hoops with period construction techniques and pleating ideas. 

The 5 Foot Pinner Apron $40: For beginning to intermediate sewers, learn how to use 5 of your sewing machine feet while constructing a pinner apron 

Wrapper $40: This requires 7 yards each of fabric and lining. We will use the Past Pattern #807. 

UFO $15 to $40: Come and sew for the day.  Work on your own or get help on your specific project. 

Private Sewing Lessons available $20 an hour, min 2 hrs.

Bring a Potluck dish to share, your sewing machine and the project you want to work on. We'll have fun and accomplish some sewing! 

Please let me know if you plan to participate and which class you are interested in doing. I can send you a flyer with more information about each workshop. Supplies (patterns, boning, hook & eye tape, etc.) will be available for purchase.  Cash, checks, or cards accepted.

Shelley Peters 

Sew Period! 

951-928-9601 home

951-334-8054 cell

20071 Hansen Ave

Nuevo, CA 92567

shelleypeters@verizon.net
Please let me know if you wish to be on my email list announcing the class dates
�
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