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PRESIDENT'S RAMBLING

It is November already! To some that means the end of the reenacting year but not so!
It is the beginning of another great year for the ACWS with all of our regular events coming back
and three new sites in the mill!!!

Once again we start off with out Annual Ball January 10 so get your tickets! Then to the most
exciting Live Fire in the State on January 17-18. This is no dull paper shoot! The IVLHA guys
put together a very interesting event!

February is going to be busy for us in 2009, we are going to actively support the Lincoln Shrine
parade on Feb 7 and get our folks out for the Living History program on the lawn of the shrine on
Feb. 8. And of course our great event at Calico February 14-16.

The ACWS supported event at St Catherine moved to Feb 28 and March 1 to avoid Holy week.
Two weeks later on March 14-15 we will be back in Firestone Park in Brea for the Boy Scouts.
We have been working on this for years but Gary lverson made the breakthrough and talked to
the right people.

April may be another new event! The AMVETS are asking us for one so we will see if we can
schedule it then. They already have funding so it is just scheduling that is needed. They are
planning a series of events for different War eras at this site as a lead in to their MTHE at Prado.

This can turn into a big event with support from the City. They are also asking us for a Friday
School day. So tune up your living history program!

May 2-3 will be the Wooden Nickel and Thousand Trails has asked us back in the second week
of June. We will get a date certain soon.

For July once again we ask our units to advertise their favorite July 4th event. Lets get some of your
ACWS buddies to enjoy your 4th of July fun!

September is the Month for Rileys. And, thanks to Shawn Stidger and Keith Harriott another
new event way out in Redlands. We will be meeting with them shortly to fix the details.

Keep your eye on the web page we will have the calendar up soon.

Paul

NEXT ACWSBOARD OF DIRECTOR’'SQUARTERLY MEETING
December 6, 2008 11:00 am
Rancho Cucamonga, CA
For additional information and details — please contact the Editor at [bolin57@yahoo.com




MILITARY DISPATCHES

The section isdedicated to all military troops of the ACWS. All forthcoming messagesto the troops from the
Commanding Officers of reportsfor upcoming events and engagements ar e subject to change
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UNION DIVISION

From the ACWS UNION HEADQUARTERS:

SPRING MOUNTAIN RANCH

The Spring Mountain Ranch event was fantastic!!!!! . | would like to take this opportunity to thank all those that participated. If you
missed this event, you missed out on agreat one. The Union Division was made up of units from New Mexico, Arizona, Utah,
Nevada, and California. Everyone got to participate from the start of every battle to the end of every battle. The Unit Commanders
and the Union Division Staff did an excellent job, and my thanks goes out to them for that.

The weather was great on Friday and Saturday. However, the winds tore into us on Saturday night and Sunday. Despite the winds the
brave soldiers of the Union Division stood strong, and our numbers held firm on Sunday The spirit of cooperation was deeply
appreciated, and resulted in an event that wasjust plain fun. Every unit made a statement that they would be back next year, and were
looking to the event. Thanks also to everyone for showing up at the mandatory Safety Stand Down. Again, everyone worked
together to make this one of the most enjoyable events | have ever been to...even with the wind.

SAFETY STAND DOWN

For those of you who missed the Union Division Safety Stand Down, you missed a great demonstration. My sincere thanks to
Captain David Crichton, Mgjor Keith De Luca, Sergeant-Major David Fernandez, and Private Rich Holt from the 71% Pennsylvania
for conducting what turned out to be a shacking display of what our reenactment weapons can do. We will be having another Safety
Stand Down at Calico, and again we are making attendance at that meeting mandatory for anyone that takes the field. Trust me, you
need to really see the destruction that one of our weapons can cause to the mock human body.

BALL and LIVE FIRE
Dust off your britches and polish up your brass. The annual ACWS Ball will be on January 10, 2009. Thereis more information on
thisin therest of thisnewdetter. | hopeto see all of you there.

Live Fireisareally fun, great, and educational event. Thisyear Live Fire will be on January 16, 17, and 18, 2009. If you have never
live-fired your weapon, please come out and we will help you. | was thinking that attendance at Live Fireisamust for any one doing
atactical. You really must see what you can do with our weapons. Besides, thisisa really fun event that is relaxing and challenging
at the sametime. | hope to see all of you there aswell.

2009 ACWS CALENDAR

The calendar for 2009 is on the ACWS website as we speak, and | think you will see that we have afull year of great events for our
members. See at dl the eventsthisyear. Moreinformation is coming on other events and opportunitiesin future emails and the next
newsletter. It isgoingto beagreat year for the ACWS, and you won't want to miss out on the enjoyable time you will have at ACWS
events.

ACWSMEMBERSHIP

Itisthat time again!!! It’'stime to renew your ACWS membership. The amount of the dues remains the same low amount of only
$35 per year. | think we are al familiar with all the benefits that ACWS Membership carries. The 2009 Membership formis on the
ACWS website at www.acws.net. Right now there Anne Frankl is the interim Membership Chair, so please send your renewal to her
at the address listed on the 2009 Application. Remember that to participate in Calico you must be an ACWS member, and Calico is
right around the corner. RENEW TODAY !!!

Yoursin Service to the Union,
Lieutenant —Colond Gary Iverson
ACWS Union Division Commander



®CONFEDERATE DIVISION

Members of the Legion,

| trust things are well with you and yours as you read this. | would like to take a few moments to reflect on our most recent
engagement at Spring Mountain Ranch. As many of you know first hand or have been told this venue is truly remarkable. The scenery
is breathtaking and the space allotted to us is wonderful for battles and camping. | am most grateful to all of you who made the
journey and braved the elements this year. We were treated to quite a display of wind, rain, thunder and lightning on Saturday night
which had me initially worried but | was delighted to hear all the laughter in everyone’s conversations the next morning as they related
their experiences of the previous night. | was also happy to see that both Grey and Blue were committed to continuing on with the first
scheduled battle for Sunday. Just another one of those character building events! It was also challenging for the Legion to respond to
the overwhelming horde of Yankees who took the field to oppose us. We found ourselves outnumbered for the first time in quite a
while and were forced to react accordingly. | must say how proud | am of the men in the Legion who despite being outhumbered
conducted themselves excellently and with great valor and courage. Although | will not be in overall command at SMR 09' | do hope
all of you will add this event to your calendar as it is a wonderful event and continues to hold much promise for growth and great
things!

| hope all of you are making plans for the annual Ball in December and the Live Fire in January. Both events are a must if you desire

having a great time with those you enjoy in our hobby. The Ball offers an opportunity to put on your finest and enjoy good food, good

entertainment and great fellowship. The Live Fire offers you the chance to fire your weapons with live ammo! Where else can you do
this? The artillery competitions and wide array of infantry competitions really make this an event you should not miss (trust me on this
one!). | hope to see all of you at these events.

Lastly, | would like to encourage all of you to get your ACWS memberships in for 09' especially so you are secured a place for Calico
09'. I will be taking the field as the Legions commander for the last time here and would consider it an honor and privilege to see you
all in the ranks one last time. Selfishly | hope to see all my friends at this event so | might have the opportunity to express my
appreciation to you all in person one last time. Please consider joining us for this event!

Oh, and for those that enjoy heading back east | am currently looking at an event in Georgia late summer/early fall for all those that
might be interested. More details to follow soon.

May you all be blessed during the holiday season and may our Lord keep you and yours safe that you might enjoy family and friends
and have the opportunity to count your many blessings!

Yours Respectfully,
Lieutenant Colonel Keith P. Harriott



Union Division Conducts Safety Stand Down At Spring Mountain Ranch (SMR) 2008

By Captain Dave Crichton, Adjutant, Union (I verson’s) Division
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In response to some serious safety issues during the year with the most recent being at Acton Il; the
Union Division Commander and Staff decided to conduct a Safety Stand Down at SMR. Attendance at
the Stand Down was mandated under Union Division Special Order #3, as a condition of taking the field.
The safety stand down was designed to be much more than a briefing. The intent behind the safety stand
down wasn't to teach safety, but to reinforce what we already know. | mean after all in order to take the
field at an ACWS event each reenactor must have read the General Safety Rules and passed the test.
Each morning Commanders are required to certify to the best of their knowledge that al their weapons
have been inspected and that their soldiers have taken and passed the safety test. Yet we still have
incidents, hence the safety stand down.

The command formed at 0900 on Saturday morning and Lieutenant Colonel Iverson opened the event by
reiterating why we were having this stand down. He then turned it over to Captain Crichton (Union
Adjutant) who went over the maximum loads of muskets and pistols. He also made clear what could and
could not be loaded in muskets and pistols. He reiterated what isin the ACWS Gold Book and the
Pacific Area Civil War Reenactor (PACWR) Association Safety Rules to which the ACWSisa
signatory.

The highlight of the safety stand down was the demonstrations set up by Captain Crichton. Using a
Honey Dew Melon he had Sergeant Major Fernandez (Infantry Brigade) first fire on the melon form a
distance of about three feet. The melon showed graphic evidence of burning and the “ shotgun Effect”
(see picture 1). The then had the Sergeant Major double load hisrifle and again fire on the melon. The
burning and shotgun effect were again dramatically shown. He then set a bottle of red dyed water up and
had Pvt Holt from the 71% PV shoot it with his .69 Cal. from a distance of afew inches. When Captain
Crichton picked the bottle up and squeezed it red water squirted from the bottle in a gush (see picture 2).
This demonstration was designed to show what could happen to the soldier in the front rank should a
loaded weapon in the rear rank discharge — not a pretty sight. The next demonstration was a .44 cal pistol
loaded by M@ or Deluca (Infantry Brigade) with a minimum load and the chamber sealed with a “soft”
candle wax wad. The pistol was then fired from a distance of around three feet (see picture 3). It doesn’t
take much imagination to figure that at 10 feet or better the wax wad traveling at around 900 feet per
second is avery dangerous projectile. Asareminder here— ALL weapons, including pistols are required
to be completely cleared after EACH battle. The final demonstration was a simulation of fingers over the
barrel as we see many folks do with unloaded and loaded rifles. Remember the cardinal rule — all



weapons are assumed to be loaded. Using a hot dog with a stick to simulate bone, and a standard load
fromin his Springfield from point blank range the Sergeant Major blasted afinger (see picture4). As
you can tell the “finger” was pretty badly damaged, notice the burn markings on the “bone” (stick). Pvt
Holt then took his .69 Caliber and shot another “finger”. | don’t have a picture of this one because the
“finger” and bone were completely obliterated. | believe severa soldiers will change the way they stand
with their rifles. Thisreally brought home what could happen.
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Again, the intent of the Safety Stand Down wasn’t to teach, although a byproduct but to reinforce what
we already know. Safety iseveryone's business, but the safety of the soldiers and units ultimately fallsto
the leaders. We are the Safety Officers on and off the field. Y ou as the person wearing the shoulder
straps or stripes are responsible.

The Union Division will conduct another Safety Stand Down at Calico. Attendance is mandatory as a
condition to take thefield. And as afinal note, the PACWR safety rules have changed some. ALL
combatants in the Union Division must read and then take and pass the PACWR safety test before or at
Calico and be certified by the Union Adjutant. We use a stamp to identify, so please do not laminate
your cards until it is stamped by the Union Adjutant or Union Commander. The PACWR safety rules
and tests can be downloaded from: http://pacwr.org/safety.htm. Safety isand must always be at the
forefront, there is no higher priority of any leader than the safety of their soldiers.

Captain Dave Crichton, Adjutant



