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The beginning of the 2009 season has been fantastic for the ACWS, the Live Fire, Calico and
St. Catherine’s were once again incredible events.

The Friday snow at Calico was beautiful, the soft flakes floating down in the moonlight and
the surprising warmth took the bitterness off the afternoon wind on Artillery point. Saturday
was a great spring day that carried over to Sunday. A bit cold on Monday, and the rain did not
help, but it sure showed that our pards who stayed over have some ‘gumption! What some
folks will do for fun, for the ACWS and a free hot dog is heartwarming!

A thank you from me and the board to our members, our ladies and our visitors for a good
start for the 2009 season.

We have an exciting couple of Months coming up and we need all your support. We have two
new events that are promising to grow into major events for us. Blythe was upon us much
faster than we needed but the weekend was important for Blythe to have an event before the
Snowbirds left. But why Blythe? We have seen our Arizona friends at SMR and many
ACWS members have been attending Picacho. Blythe looks like a good compromise for an
event that we and the Arizona reenactors can get to without one of us driving 12 hours. And it
turns out to be a good replacement for the Yuma Crossing event that Arizona cancelled along
with Picacho. Also the City, the school and the service clubs are 100% behind an event there
and the park is a pretty good place to have an event in the desert. It has grass, trees, flush
toilets and access to lagoon off the Colorado River. (Bring your poles!) And even more places
to move to as we grow and the public learns about us. But we need your help, like all new
events and the particularly the short notice it is sometimes a bit hard to get folks out. Please
help us convince your pards to go a little extra on this one and turn out plenty of rifles. The
durn cannoneers are claiming all the ground.

Our May event at Fairview Park in Costa Mesa, is also a new one. We are partnering with
AMVETS Post 18 from Santa Ana on this. They are the folks who have been doing the Prado
MTHE event. We changed the way we operate on this one and are making the event free to
the public. We found out it would take over $5,000 in temporary fencing just to secure the
park for taking tickets and only $4,000 to actually put the event on. That did not make sense
so we left off the fence and are making it free to the public and hope that the parking fee of
$5.00 per car, the input from sutlers both period and non period and the solicitation of
donations will at least break us even. The Lions are on board to sell food and to feed us all for
free on Saturday night. Once again we have the Parks, the City and the Schools behind us on
this one and a place to move to when we outgrow this park!

Paul De Nubilo A proud member of the ACWS!

PRESIDENT’S RAMBLING



NEW EVENTS:

The Battle of Blythe

My Fellow Union Reenactors:

As many of you know the State of Arizona cancelled the Yuma event that was
scheduled for April 2009. Fortunately, the ACWS found a new location for an event about the same
time as the Yuma event was cancelled. This time the arrangements for an event came together
rapidly, and the ACWS is proud to announce the:

ACWS Battle of Blythe
April 18 and 19, 2009
Queshan Park in Blythe, California

The weather promises to be pleasant, and camping is planned to be on grass. There will be two
battles on Saturday and two battles on Sunday (event schedule to come out soon). Period correct
food vendors are also
promised. Units can start setting up after 1PM on Friday April 17, 2009, but please make sure you
check in with Union Headquarters before starting to set up camp.

Directions:
Take your favorite Freeway to Interstate Route 10 and head for the Arizona/California Border. (from
Los Angeles) Take exit 243 (Riviera
Drive). Continue straight on Donlon Street back under the freeway. Go north (right turn) on to
Summer Drive. Turn east (right turn again) into Queshan Park...its the big grassy area. The event
promises the possibility of having reenactors from different states participate with us again. The event
site is right next to the Colorado River, so come join us...and don't forget to bring your bathing suit.
This should be another great event...and lots of fun. To make sure we have room for everyone that
wants to attend, please make sure you RSVP to me by April 10, 2009. I must apologize for the late
notification, but the event site arrangements were just made final this month. I look forward to seeing
all of you there!!!! If you have any questions, please feel free to email me. One last request - Unit
Commanders please pass this information on to your unit members. Even if the unit isn't
going, it is our hope that individual members might. Everyone is welcome to come and have fun at
ACWS events!!!!

Lieutenant-Colonel Gary Iverson
ACWS Union Commander



The Battle of Costa Mesa

My fellow Union Reenactors –

This is the second new event that I have had the pleasure to announce to you in the last two weeks. In
addition to what is provided below, here are some particulars:

Who: ACWS and AMVETS

What: A NEW Civil War Battle event (two battles on Saturday and two battles
on Sunday).
Camping on grass, some flush toilets, and close enough to the beach to provide fair weather.

Where: Fairview Park in Costa Mesa at 2501 Placentia Avenue Costa Mesa, > CA

When: May 9 and 10, 2009

How: Take your favorite freeway to Interstate Route 405. Get off on Harbor Boulevard and go south
(toward the beach). When you get to Adams Avenue go west (make a right turn). When you get to
Placentia Avenue go south again (make a left turn). Fairview Park is on the right side of the street, and
the parking is further south in the nearby High School Parking lot. As always we need to know if you
are attending. Please reply with your attendance intentions before April 30, 2009. Folks have been
asking for an event closer to this part of town, and your wish has now been filled. This promises to be a
great event, and a lot of fun.
>
> Lieutenant-Colonel Gary Iverson
> ACWS Union Division Commander









Major Stytle,

The 1st LA will not be attending the Blythe event.

As for my after action report:
--------------------------------------------------
28 Feb, 1863
St Catherine's Field, near New Market, Shenandoah County, Virginia

Major Hutton,

We encountered the enemies of the confederacy this day. In our initial
engagement, the infantry brigade took the field as reinforcements, as the
dismounted cavalry were being pushed back by union sharpshooters. The right
wing of the brigade was sent out, but again was repelled as they were engaged
by the strength of the union forces. The remaining troops rallied on the colors
as the left wing of the brigade was then fielded, including the cadets of the
Virginia Military institute.

Things were bleak, but General John C. Breckinridge ordered the wing forward,
with the cadets staying to the rear. The wing took heady casualties, and with a
heavy heart the General had no choice but to order the cadets forward in an
effort to take the Yankee artillery. Against the odds, the VMI cadets captured
the opposition's canon, and forced the remaining Yankees off the field.

In our second engagement of the day, the tides turned against us. Our weakened
army was again attacked by union forces. While we were tending to our wounded, the
Yankees attacked. The dismounted cavalry was able to hold them back while the infantry
formed. Again under the command of General John C. Breckinridge we pushed
forward. Initially fate was on our side, and initial gains were made as we flanked the
union infantry, but alas, their artillery line had been reinforced and the buck shot tore
through our troops.

At this point a tragedy occurred; General John C. Breckinridge was hit by a Yankee
musket ball, and fell wounded. The troops, demoralized by the loss, retreated from the
field.



I personally have spoken to the surgeon treating the general, and have been told the
wound was minor. He said that the general should make a full recovery with a few weeks
of rest. I implore you to send more troops so we can hold back the Yankee line while the
general recovers.

It is with deep regret I must inform you that the following cadets died on the field of
honor:

William Henry Cabell Charles Gay Crockett Henry Jenner Jones
William Hugh McDowell Jaqueline Beverly Stanard Luther Cary Haynes
Alva Curtis Hartsfield Samuel Francis Atwill
Thomas Garland Jefferson Joseph Christopher Wheelwright

Very Respectfully your obedient servant,
Brevet Major Paul Killian



SPECIAL FIELD ORDER No. 1.
HDQRS. ACWS Union Division. , DEPT. OF Southern Calif.,

Las Angeles, California, March 27, 1863.

To Officer Commanding the Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery Brigades, Union Division

1. It has been reported by our scouts that a large contingent of Confederates, at least Brigade
strength, is moving on into the desert area surrounding Blythe, California. If the
Confederates gain control of this outer post our supplies could be in serious trouble. The
Union can not allow this to happen. The Secretary of War has ordered the Union Division
located in Southern California to recall its forces currently engaged in areas around
Southern California. The Commander is to consolidate these forces and move as soon as
practical, but not later than 18 April 1863. All Commanders in the Union Division are
hereby ordered to immediately recall all patrols and units currently garrisoning towns in
the Southern California area. All units must be gathered and prepared to move on this
order not later than 18 April 1863 so as to arrive and report to the Union (Iverson’s)
Division not later than 0800, 18 April 1863

By order of Lieutenant Colonel Gary Iverson:
Commanding, ACWS Union Division

SPECIAL FIELD ORDER No. 2.
HDQRS. ACWS Union Division, Dept. of Southern Calif.

Las Angeles, California, March 27, 1863.

The rumors are true. Our spies have alerted us to the Confederates plans to invade the
Orange County coastal area of Costa Mesa, California on May 9th and 10th. All orders are
inclusive and all troops are on strict orders to proceed to the Fairview Park area on the
above dates to stop the rebels from stepping into our beloved Orange County. All other
orders are withstanding and will be followed to the letter. Contact your unit commander
for further instructions.

Capt. David Crichton – Union Forces – Iverson’s Division


